Introduction
As I wrote in Chapter 1, attitudes and policies relating to the rights of sexual minorities in 21st-century Russia did not come out of the blue. A century in the making, they can largely be explained in terms of the history of post-revolutionary and post-Soviet Russia, when there were long periods of silence on all sex-related issues and when male homosexuality was pathologized as a product of the gulags. Together with fear of exposure to western sexual decadence and its threat to Russian manhood and power, these factors produced generations of Russians for whom sexual diversity signified sexual perversion.
Sex, sexualities and activism
Even with the collapse of the USSR and the gradual changes in attitudes towards Europe and other western nations since 1993, matters of sex and sexualities for the most part remained static. The power of the Russian Orthodox Church has long been evident in relation to restrictive policies on birth control, abortion and divorce, as well as the pathologizing of same-sex desire. Moreover, with population losses caused by famine, world wars, low birth rates and early mortality, it was not difficult for leaders to persuade Russians that the 'demographic problem' must be addressed by all possible means for the country's future progress, or indeed, for its future existence.
Western approaches to LGBT activism were unlikely to succeed in a context marked by general mistrust of western political systems and western models of democracy.
LGBT leaders, like leaders of social movements in other countries, were divided on questions of goals and strategies, with some of these divisions representing liberal versus radical approaches. Many of the taken-for-granted signposts of western LGBT activism and visibility -pride marches, drag queens and gay bars, for example -are products of culturally specific movements in Europe, the US, Canada and other western countries, and do not necessarily advance the cause of Russia's sexual minorities. Moreover, LGBT liberation efforts in the west benefitted from the precedents set by civil rights and feminist activists, movements that also evolved in historically and culturally specific circumstances. In Russia, feminist and LGBT groups often shared common ground with the pro-democracy movement
